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Ontario has 8 species of native turtles. In our province, one 
species is listed as “Not at Risk”, three are “Special Concern”, 
one is “Threatened”, and three are “Endangered”. We will learn 
what these words mean as we meet the turtles that are under 
each class! 
 Turtles live in habitats called "wetlands". Wetlands are areas with 
lots of plants and water, and they make a perfect home for 
turtles! Sadly, many of Ontario's wetlands are being destroyed by 
land development, agriculture, pollution, and invasive species. 
 

Wetlands are important, they protect us from water pollution, 
flooding and drought by acting like huge sponges and filters! 
They also protect us from climate change by reducing 
greenhouse gases! 
 
Another big reason our turtles are in trouble is that they are often hit by cars when trying to cross the roads. Did 
you know, you can’t travel more than 2km in southern Ontario without coming to a road? This is where the 
OTCC comes in! We help turtles that have been injured, and they usually come to us with injuries from cars. 
This is why turtles need our help now more than ever!  
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The Ontario Turtle Conservation Centre respectfully 
acknowledges that it is situated on the treaty and 

traditional territory of the Michi Saagiig Anishnaabeg. 
We offer our gratitude to the First Peoples for their care 

for, and teachings about, our earth and our relations. 


