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From the Director 

Wow – what a season!  We have all been working at full tilt all season, and there's no sign of it letting 

up!  We have admitted 800 cases to our hospital so far, and are incubating more than 3,400 eggs 

from six different species.  These have started hatching!   

I want to publicly acknowlege the tireless work of our staff and voluteers, always going that extra mile 

to help Ontario's turtles.  We are so lucky to have such a wealth of talented and hard working peole 

on our team!  We couldn't do our great conservation work without them, so thank you!! 

 

 

Dr. Sue Carstairs Executive and Medical Director 

 

OTCC in the News 
The OTCC made the national, and even international news (Germany) in 

July when a turtle crisis was announced due to the overwhelming number of 

Ontario's turtles that have been injured or killed on our roads.  While we're 

happy to receive international attention, it would have been nice to have had 

a happier story to tell. 

Officials say they have never before seen this number of injured or dead 

turtles on the roads.  At the OTCC we are at capacity, but still managing to fit 

in and care for every turtle that comes our way. 

On August 16, the total number of turtles brought to our facility was close to 

800 and includes 442 painted, 273 snapping, 38 Blanding's, 15 northern 

map, 6 wood, 4 eastern musk, and 1 spotted turtle.  Of these, only 13 were ill 

or injured through natural causes, i.e. predation, and the remainder were hit 

by car, propeller, fish hook, etc.  One very large snapping turtle fell under the 

category of "attacked by human".   A large metal rod was removed from this ancient creature's shell 

but he had internal damage and unfortunately, he succumed to his injuries.  We are cooperating with 

authorities who are investigating this terrible act of cruelty.   

 

Small bandage after rod was 
removed from turtle's shell 
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Attendees viewing "Fix and Release", by Scott Dobson 

 

Largest clutch of eggs 

so far:  67!!! 

 
 
            Torys Event 

It's Time to Shell'abrate! Our annual fundraising event 

held at Torys LLP in downtown Toronto was a huge 

success and for more than one reason!  A capacity-

crowd joined us as we celebrated the end of the 

snapping turtle hunt in Ontario, which became official 

on April 1, 2017, thanks to the collective efforts of many 

people and organizations.  Kathryn MCGarry, Minister 

of Natural Resources and Forestry MPP and her team 

worked hard to bring this into law and we were 

honoured to have them join our celebration.   

 

Honoured guests also included Alan and Patricia Koval, and Monte Hummel, pictured left. 

 

A short film entitled "Fix and Release", a documentary by 

Scott Dobson which focuses on the work of the OTCC and Dr. 

Sue Carstairs has been making the rounds and winning 

awards internationally.  A colleague of Scott was pleased to 

announce that the CBC has purchased the rights to the film 

and it will be shown as the first episode of a series of wildlife 

films starting in December, 2017.  Congratulations to Scott!  

We're grateful to him for creating a masterpiece and for 

bringing the work of the OTCC to the attention of so many. 

 

MNRF Visit  

 

MNRF Policy Division directors, along with 

Assistant Deputy Ministry Roslyn Lawrence 

(pictured third from left) visited the OTCC for a tour 

and presentation in June. 

 

 

 

Left to right:  Ho. Kathryn McGarry, Dr. Sue Carstairs, 
Monte Hummel Patricia & Alan Koval 
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  Releases!                           

Our favorite time of day is release time!  It is always a 

pleasure to see how many healed turtles and hatchlings 

leave our facility to return to their home wetlands, or in the 

hatchlings' case, go home for the first time.  It would be 

impossible for the OTCC to release all of the turtles in our 

care without the help of the many, many volunteers who 

encompass our Turtle Taxi team.   

One of our release events, "Canada 150 Celebration Event", 

was held at the Ken Reid 

Conservation Area in 

Lindsay.  The mother, 16-

290 was hit by a car but 

healed from her injuries and was released earlier in the year.  Her 

hatchlings were released as part of this event.  It was a beautiful 

day and we had a great crowd attend to help us celebrate – thank 

you to all who attended! 

                Changing of the Guard  

We wish to acknowledge and thank outgoing board members for their outstanding commitment and 

service over the past few years.  We're especially grateful to JB Jaboor and Emily Giles who have 

agreed to stay on as advisors to the new board for the next 6 months. 

We welcome our new board members!  Mandy St. Germaine is our Chairperson. has a background in 

HR.  Bill Cole, CA, CPA MBA, retired CFO of Swift, is our Treasurer.  Colin Cassen works for the 

Ontario Invasive Plants Council in Peterborough, and has previous experience with the OTCC.  

Red-eared Sliders in Ontario 

We receive several calls each month from red-eared slider owners 

who no longer wish to keep their pet turtles. Since we only take in 

Ontario's native turtles, we give them several suggestions on how to 

find homes for their pets and always caution them never to release 

them to the wild.   

These turtles, sold in pet stores across the province, are becoming a 

common sight on Ontario's wetlands. Owners who no longer want 

their growing, long-living pets release them to the wild and the more 

aggressive red-eared sliders fight for food, basking, hiding and living space.  This causes another 

potential threat for our native turtles, including the threat of disease.   

Red-eared sliders are an invasive species, and if seen if the wild should be reported to Ontario Turtle 

Tally (www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond/).  

OTCC's Turtle Programs Manager Donnell Gasbarrini 
prepares to release 2 snapping turtle hatchlings 

 

Red-eared Slider – invasive species 

http://www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond/
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We captured a Blanding’s!  Photo Credit: Kailey Watson 

Blanding's juvenile & Telemetry Transmitter.   
Photo Credit:  T. Van Eyk 

Field Studies – a Report From our Summer Students in The Field!   

To start off this tracking season, our field crew tackled the challenge of tracking Blanding's turtles 

through an array of various habitats. 

Juvenile Blanding's turtles tend to live in 

bogs, fens and swamps across the 

Canadian Shield. In order to track them 

in these habitats, we begin by driving 

through a rugged forest road in order to 

arrive at our boat launch. After packing 

up our trusty canoe, we embark on a 

portage journey that takes us through 

various lakes and wetlands. From there, 

it becomes a hike through the forest to 

our field sites. We are often met with 

different circumstances and conditions such as strong winds, constant rain and a variety of bugs. 

Despite this, the team is entertained and in high spirits through experiences with snakes, coyotes and 

herons. Our commute can only be described as magnificent every day.  

This project aims to add to knowledge of best practices for maximum 

"success" of released babies and evaluate this as a viable 

conservation strategy.  Our study was started in 2012 and is a long-

term project to track the behavior, growth and survival of a group of 

released juvenile Blanding's, hatched at OTCC, alongside a 

comparable group of wild-hatched juveniles.  

 

Throughout the course of the season, we are often met with varying 

water levels. This not only changes our transportation techniques, it 

also affects the habitat of the 

turtles we study. We find that the 

basking logs in the sunlight 

continue to function as hot spots 

for turtles in the midst of their fluctuating habitats. As water levels 

drop, while sunlight increases, the vegetation in these habitats 

continues to grow at an alarming rate. Although this makes our 

search more difficult, it provides better habitat conditions which in 

turn facilitates our research.  
 

Our field team has high spirits and are certain we will be able to 

continue gathering data on many species, obtain a better 

understanding of the habitats, and the resulting growth patterns 

of Blanding’s Turtles.  

 

Two technicians tracking turtles  Photo Credit: Kailey Watson 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

In May of this year, the OTCC welcomed Margaret Chan as a volunteer who 

initially started with us as a cleaner.  Margaret lives on a hobby farm in the 

Peterborough area and has horses, chickens, ducks, turkeys, cats and dogs!  

She went to University of Guelph and has applied to Ontario Veterinary School, 

so she is obviously a very good fit for the OTCC. 

Margaret soon became fascinated with the egg extraction process, where eggs 

are removed from females that have died.  She asked to be taught the procedure 

and is now an expert!  Egg extractions have slowed down but she now cares for 

the almost 3400 eggs currently in our facility and is often the first person to see 

when eggs start hatching.  Margaret is known as the "egg girl" with good reason!  

Welcome Margaret – we really appreciate your dedication and time!  

Hospital  

As many of you may already know, a turtle crisis was declared in Ontario.  Our hospital has been 

overwhelmed with the number of injured turtles brought to our facility in Selwyn.  To date, we have 

seen almost 800 turtles and received thousands of eggs, some of which have just started to hatch!  

Currently we have Blanding's, snapping turtles, and painted turtles hatching. 

Every square inch of available floor space is taken up with bins of 

injured turtles.  We have had to double the amount of resources and 

medications.  It has not been easy 

for our vet techs, feeders and 

cleaners to maneuvre safely around 

the many bins of turtles and we very 

much appreciate their dedication and 

patience.  Our policy is to treat every 

injured turtle that arrives on our doorstep, with the goal of releasing 

it when it is healed, and we remain committed to that.  

Our hospital is supported by donations of medical supplies from various groups and we remain very 

grateful to them.  We also wish to thank our supporters who responded to our latest request for 

donations, to help us through this time of crisis.  

 

Turtle Crossing Signs 

 

We carry 12" reflective, weatherproof signs for $20, but they are meant for 

personal use only. Road signs,  certified by the Ministry of Transportation, 

are available from Toronto Zoo's Adopt-a-Pond program for $50.  Please 

contact Rachel Carveth at 416-392-5999 or bctemp20@torontozoo.ca.  

You need to have the cooperation of your local municipality in order to 

obtain a mounting post and permission to install them. 

A painted turtle gets a shell repair 

Dr. Sue Carstairs treating a snapping turtle 

Margaret Chan, our "Egg Girl" 

mailto:bctemp20@torontozoo.ca
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Education and Community Outreach  

Our education and outreach programs have been enjoying 

tremendous growth and success as we continue to become 

better known in the greater 

Peterborough area and beyond.  

Earlier in the year we distributed 

our new education brochures to 

schools in the district and handed 

them out at various events. We share our expertise in the conservation 

and preservation of Ontario's turtles with schools, social clubs, 

community groups, corporate events, and more.  Our program is offered 

in-house at the OTCC where we have an indoor and outdoor education centre, we'll come to you at 

your location, or we even offer a session by Skype!  Please contact Wendy Baggs at 

education@ontarioturtle.ca if you are interested in finding out more or would like a copy of our 2017 

Education and Outreach brochure. 

 

 

August 26 

We are pleased to be participating once again at Rock the Locks in 

Buckhorn, from 10:00 – 4:00.  Come and see us!  We'll have a great 

display and some of our education ambassador turtles will be with us as 

well.  There will also be classic cars, vendors along the canal on upper 

and lower Buckhorn, music along mainstreet, petting zoo, ARTivity Zone, 

horse and buggy rides, special interest groups & local businesses – so 

much to do for everyone! 

 

September 16 

The OTCC has been invited to set up a display at 

the FLW (Fishing League Worldwide) 

Championship held at Scotsman Point Cottage 

Resort. Families are invited to bring a picnic lunch 

and spend the day as 40 top teams compete.  

Activities for children include bouncy castle, fishing 

derby, swimming at the beach, sport fishing 

simulator (adults and kids), face painting and more.  

This promises to be a fabulous family event!  

September 30 

Open House at the OTCC from 10:00 – 3:00!  Always a family favorite – if you've never been 

here before, this is a great way to see all that we do here, and explore our facilities.  s   

br 

Spring Forest Festival 

Kawartha Montessori School 

mailto:education@ontarioturtle.ca

