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KTTC Takes
Education
Outdoors ,

This year we made some big |
strides with our education
program with the completion
of our new outdoor learning
spacewhich wasa goal for
2015. Sponsored by the
Gordon & Patricia Gray
Animal Welfare Foundation
and TD Friends of the
Environment Foundation, this
interpretive nature trail
provides aropportunity for

visitors to see some of top left: Guests were welcomed to our new outdoor space during our open house in September. top right: Many
. . visitors spotted the resident frogs that recently moved into our new ponds. bottom left, middle, and right: Visitors had a
Ontarlo S native rora and chance to meet Paddy, one of our education turtles. A "living dinosaur" with a curious disposition, Paddy is helping to

dispel myths about snapping turtles. They also learned about the different species and met out newest additions: baby
fauna and Iearn abOUt the turtles hatched this year.

connection between turtles and
wetlands. Volunteers worked hard all summer in construction, pond building, and gardening to get the area ready for al
Open House irarly September, when the public finally had a chance to explore the new trails and meet our turtles.

The summer was also quite busy with outreach events nearly every wededinatededucation volunteers traveled

across Southern Ontario to present information on turtle conservation to day camps, cottage associations, literacy grou
fairs, and more. \& also had the opportunity to be a special guest of the
Royal Ontario Museum's "Partners in Protection" program. In addition, .
we hosted young leaders from the Me to ¥8enp at our Centre, who
spent the entire dgylanting dozens of native flora species lahé¢arning

about stewardship.

Hatched for the
first time at
KTTC, this little
one is only the
size of a penny.

Moving forward, we would like to extend our programming to host moreg
school groups on site in 2016. We are working to strengthen our curre #
messaging by incorporating turtle and wetland stewardship activities, \
while maximizing use of both our indoor and outdoor space. With a new’ s
group of volunteers being trained this month, we are looking forward to
expanding our educational reach both at the Centre and beyond.

Can you guess
which species?

(answer on page 3)

More Turtles Helped Than Ever Before- Thanks To You!

Admissiongto the turtle hospital increased again this year. We want to say thank you to the incredible team of volunteer
who helped us achieve another successful sea®anvolunteers assist with every aspect of turtle care that makes KTTC



2

the oneof-a-kind organization that it is, but it is the folks behind the scenes to whom we also owe a huge thank you.

OQur quiet “turtle t ax s
havehelped us get thesedividualsfrom point
A to point B, a distance that sometimes span
the wholeprovince Notably, we have admitted
morenorthernmap turtles than ever before,
thanks to a great volunteer base in the Parry
Sound/Muskoka are& he hospital wasery
busy, from spring right until fallSometimes
over 20 surgeriegere performed petay.
Surgeries included removing hooks, fixing
fractured shells, sutimg woundsandrepairing
abscesseg\dditionally, turtles needed to be-
rayed,have blood samples takdravebandages
changed, andavemedicine administered. &atments to keep thiertles confortable and healing took all dageven days

a weekBut it is all worthwhile; ve haveadmitted 423 injured turtlebis seasoand have hatched over 600 eggs to date.
These are great numbers for turtle conservation!

==

Conservation in the Field

We had anothdusyfield season working witthreatened

Bl andi n grade possibletby teesgenerous support of
Wildlife Preservation Canada@he project involves monitoring
the movements and survival 'bkadstarted’ juvenile
Blanding's turtles (hahed fromeggs laid by injured females
admitted to the hospitaind raised at KTTC) in the wetlands
using radio telemetry and comparitigir information to wild
counterpartsTrips to the fieldnvolved manyturtle sightings
lots of sunshine, paddlinm the canoeand camping. Sounds
like a pretty easy jalright? Along with these great
experienceghere verealsoquite a fewbugs (sgso,many
bugs), rain, mud, and changing watarels.Despite tle
challengesour field team pressed on and had a successful
seasa. Olivia Vandersanden, one of amonderfulvolunteers
recounts the end of the season:

"This was our last time out in the field before winter setin. T
turtles had slowetheir movementsignificantly and many
were preparing for hibernationlVe campedutand spent a
day tracking andeplacing oldtransmitters in preparation for T e
next spring. All turtles were measured and weighed before they —
were returned to where we found them. It has been amazing to™
see how far many of the turtles traveled this seaSome have :
migrated to totally new wetlands and have overcome massive
physical hurdles. We are encouraged by this because it means
that they are actively foraging and seeking out new habitats.




During tracking, we stumbled upon a dug up nest site abhefta granite rock face. We had been hiking along this

steep ridge adjacent to a channel of beaver dams in an attempt to pinpoint a particularly mobile turtle. It was amazing
because the turtle would have had to climb up an almost sheer rock facé toget hi s si te; ndhke t ha
area was a perfect nesting site, and it struck me how incredible
these animals are.

Paddling across the lake in our canoe with the sun shining on the
changing treed became aware of what a privilege it has been to

be involved in this project. The information we collect from year to
year will potentially have a tremendous impact in the turtle
conservation worldlt was sad to pull the canoe out of the water
knowinghat we woul dnét see our tur
pulled out to drive back to tHéentre | wished them all a happy

and safe hibernatiorntil next year!"

H n L1 - H
Ontario’s endangered spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata) is a small black NeW S p ecles 'S pOtted In th e f| el d '
turtle with distinct yellow spots on its carapace and orange-yellow

markings on its head, neck, and limbs. It is one of Ontario’s smallest turtle h d d . f . |
species, with a maximum carapace length of only about 12 centimetres. This summer, an en angere SpECIGS of native turtle was

positively identifiedwhile we were in the fieldSpotted turtles!
This species is listed as endangdrethin Ontario ancbn thelUCN Red List. While once foundcross southern Ontayio
their populatiors have sincdeen drastically reduced by habitat loss poaching for the pet trad&hisrecent sightings
a fantastic discovergijnceit is a prevously unidentified population and there are only a handful of popusdgén
throughout theorovince.Finding a population allows us to identify critical habitat to be protected under the Species At
Risk Act, this is great news for all inhabitanf the wetland!

Events

We would like to sayhankyou to allwho came out to makeur events
suchgreat succegss We had a lovely evening at theygl Ontario
Museum fundraiseit was a pleasure to get to meet ahdtwith our
many great suppais from the Toronto area. A special thank you to
Emily Gilesfor organizingand Monte Hummeior beingour emcee
KTTC's second annual <charity go
weather was great, and wedHats of furl Thank you to Braden
Naughten, Megan Miller, and Sarhhgan for organizing another
fantasticday, in whichraised over $3,000 for thartles. We also had
wonderful attendance at bothrominter and summer open hosgse
We hope to see you all again soon!

Our Volunteers

We are so lucky to get to work wiio manyindividuals from differebfields, areas of expertise, ages, and even different
countriesllt provides a wealth of knowledge ahdlpscreate our robust turtle saving teadti!KTTC, we strive tocreate

an interesting, welcomingnd innovative experience. From teaching internativaterinarianglike our team from
Slovakia!)reptile medicine, to providing an opportunity for our youth to make a meaningful contribution to ety
experience at KTTC can be very different. We wanted to share the experience of one of ougrediuateame to der

a placement through Animal Experience International.

Page 1 Answer: Eastern musk turtle
Also known as a "stinkpot" turtle, this tiny native
turtle is an elusive inhabitant of Ontario's
waterways. It gets its name for its ability to
release a skunk-like odor when disturbed.
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Emily Valoiswritessil have al ways had a peculiar fascination wi
absolutely adorablebut | find their mannerisms, way of lifend physiology all extremely interesting. | believe many
different people could volunteer at Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre (even without any previous interest in turtles or any
animal) and still come out of it viita very positive experience.

The other volunteers, volunteer coordinai@mnd veterinarian at th€entre were all so kind and welcoming. | consistently
felt as if | was doing efficient and worthwhile work. | received positive reinforcements and alivegaffdent in what |

was doing. That is a lot for me to sag | am normally quite anxioput working at th&Centrewas so calming. | think

animal care is therapeutic and so rewarding at the same time. | really put in all my effort everyday navhedttask |

was doing. | loved keeping busy and the dayslileviFeedinghe turtleswas alwaysnteresting,especially observinthe

large snappers as they are very big and consume their portions of fish quickly and with much vigor.

| really enjoyed heding the hard working and very compassionate veterinaBae Carstairas well. Being at th€entre
strengthened my love for animals, particularly turtles of course, and influenced me to further contemplate a career as a
veterinarian. | came out of my wwiteer trip at Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre with only positive memories and good
things to say. | thank each and evenge at theCentref or everyt hing they do! o

For more information about these stories, to make a donation, or to become a member, please visit
www.kawarthaturtle.org.

Vote for Turtles!
Executive Director and Chief

I\Igedécal 8ﬁicer:_ It's that time of year again, angtweed your helpWe ae hoping to secure $100,000 in the
i B Rl Aviva Community Funccampaign to help save turtles and support wetland conservelon|t
works: Your daily vote will help us make it to tfieals; the project with the most votes will have

Board of Directors

Kirsti Clarida: Chair a chance at the grand prize!
Laura Irving: Treasurer
Pat Koval Voting runs until October 23rd 4:00pm EST, and eagipsrter gets one vote per ddyhat do
Christina Davy you need to do? It's easy!
Dianne Barclay ) ) )
Dean Middleton Step 1Register to voteising an email address or Facebook account
Emily Giles _ ) . . . Ceaginn inl
IB Jaboor Step 2 Once confirmation of registration is receive&ign in!
Stacey ParkeY ull Step 3¥Visit our idea pagand start voting!
Advisory Committee Once signed in, make sure to vote every day! For daily reminders and updates, please check our
Dr. PaulGibbons-Director, FaceboolandTwitter pages, or respond to thésnail for daily email reminders! Just a few clicks
The Behler Chelonian Centre will go a really long wayThank you for helping us help turtles

Yes! I want to help save the next turtle that needs help!

I would like to make a donation in the amount of: ﬂ\l %kad—

I would like to make this donation [ This One Time or [0 Monthly

Name:
Address:
City: _ Province: ____ Postal Code:
Phone: Email:

O Please find enclosed my cheque (made out to Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre)
or

O Please charge my O Visa O MasterCard

Card Number: Expiry Date: « 1
Name on card: Signature: o ;"(;%»akmm}_‘ ‘

kS



http://kawarthaturtle.org/blog/get-involved/donate
http://kawarthaturtle.org/blog/store/membership
http://www.kawarthaturtle.org/
http://www.avivacommunityfund.org/ideas/acf32303
https://www.avivacommunityfund.org/register
http://www.avivacommunityfund.org/ideas/acf32303
https://www.facebook.com/KawarthaTurtleTrauma
https://twitter.com/kawarthaturtle

