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Why Did The Turtle Cross The Road?

These snapping turtles-on-the-move were used to promote our Open House in March. Our new Centre was funded
by your generosity and support. Your kindhess means more turtles are being helped!

Turtles Hit By Cars,

Saved By You
You Make the Difference

Turtles start moving around in the late spring to look for nesting
grounds, new mates, and new territories — and unfortunately, our
roads are often in their way. The result, as you know, is often bad
news for the turtle.

But thanks to you and others like you, our turtles are getting a
fighting chance! Your donations and support have helped us move
to our new location, which has been actively treating new injured
turtles since April.

Since adult turtles are meant to live for decades, it is worth taking
the time and energy to save even one. More turtles are recovering
and being returned to the wild, thanks to you and other turtle
friends!

Thanks to you,

our turtles are getting
a fighting chance!

Concerned citizens like you put up these
signs to caution drivers in turtle crossing
areas. Thank you for watching out for turtles!



Our Education Centre features
several turtles which have special
licenses to live there permanently
as Education animals. Paddy’s

enclosure was built with the help of
George “Paddy” Harrison, the City

of Peterborough, and support from

you, our donors.

Can Turtles Be Ambassadors?

From Rescued Turtle

fo Educator -
Thanks to You

You and other turtle leaders are helping to ensure more turtles aren’t
removed from the wild. Have you met our Turtle Ambassador Paddy, who
already has a large fan following?

Paddy came to us from a family who had raised him lovingly from a baby
snapping turtle to the age of 29 years. The family did not know that it is
illegal to keep wild animals, or that the pet store which sold him was
breaking the law. When they learned this, they approached the Kawartha
Turtle Trauma Centre with their concern.

Under the guidelines of the Ministry of Natural Resources, turtles (and other
wild animals) must be returned to their point of origin in the wild. There are
many reasons for this, but a main one is to contain the transmission of
bacteria, viruses and other organisms which may be harmful in different
environments. Because Paddy's pet store had long since closed, there was no
way to trace his original wetland, so the Ministry issued a special permit to
the Kawartha Turtle Trauma Centre to be able to keep him as an Education
animal.

We are grateful to Paddy’s family, and we are fortunate to have such a social
snapping turtle to help people learn about turtles! Though Paddy has never
bitten anyone, we are very careful in handling him to ensure that never

happcnaf

Kate Siena shows Paddy’s
plastron (lower shell),
demonstrating why shappers
feel threatened on land and

snap. With your help, we are
educating people to respect
these awesome animals —
thank you!

How Snappers Got
Their Name

Do you know why snapping
turtles snap? They are not
able to pull all the way into
their shell like other turtles
because their plastron is
small, so they developed the
self-defense mechanism of
snapping. But you don’t have
to be afraid of the snapping
turtle under your dock!
Snapping turtles don’t have
natural predators in the water
so they are rarely threatened
enough to snap in the water.
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